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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF A ACCIDENT "HICH OCCURRED ON THE
LOUISVILLE & WASHVILLE RATILROAD FLAR ITULLINS, KY.,
ON AUGUST 27, 1920

September 27, 1920,

On Aucast 27, 1G20, there was a derailment of &
freyrpht train on the Louisvilie & Nashville Railroad near
[Tullins, Ky., which resulted 1n the death of 2 emplovees
and the 1njury of 1 empnloyvee, After investigsticn of this
accident the Crierl of the Bureau of Safety repoits as
follows-

The acciient ocecurred on thet rart of the Kentucky

Division which extencgs beitween Patio, Iy , and Corbin, Ky.,

a distance of 8G.8 miles, and i1n the vicinmity of the point

of aceident 1s a single-track line over which treins are
operated by time-table, train orders, and an automatic

block o1...81 system. Approaching the point of accident from
the north, beginsing at the autocaatic signal north of tunnel
18 in which tne accident cccurred, there 1s a stiral 147

feet in length [oliocved by 2 curve to She richt of 5° 20t
this curve 18 =2hoat 250 feet 1n length and extends to the
north eatrance of vlhe tunnel The track throuch the tunnel,
vhich 18 928 feet in length, .8 on a curve to the right of

6 degrees; therec were slight variations in the superclevation,
vhich was 5-1/8 inches at the uLlcaest poxnt. Tre accident
ocecurred necar the aniddle of the tannel. The grade approach-
ing the tvnnel 1s levecl, while inside of the tunnel 1s 0.5
per ccnt descendiag for Jsouthbound trains. The track i1s

laid with 90-pound rarls, 33 fect in leagth, with from 18

to 21 ties to the rail length, tie-pleted, and singsle-spiked,
In the tunnel all tics are trescted and the track 1s hallasted
wlth aboat 12 1aches of crushed stonc, Tho track was well
maintained 1n all rsspeehts. Tho weather at the time of the
accidcont wvas clear. .

The train involved 1n thils eccidcent was southe=bomnd
frezght train extra 1528, consisting of 32 cars and a caboose,
hauled by cr-ines 1528 and 1568, and in charge of Conductor
Frank and Dnziocman Poer and Crowve. It loft Wildie at 8.13
a.0. passcd Brush Creck, 4.4 miles south of Wildie and 3.5
miles north of !Mullins, at 8 27 a.m., aand vas derailed at
about 8.320 a.m., whilc traveling at a specd cstimated Ly
various members of the crcw to have been hotween 25 and 50
milcs anh hour.

Ernzine 1528 wvas cntirely derailed and came to
rest 1n an uprieht position oa the west or right =zide of
the track about 150 Tcet nerth of the southern cnd of the
tunnel, no danage was sustaincad by this crgine. Engine 1568
stopped ncarly 200 fect farther beck in the tunncl and came
to rest on 1ts right side cgrainst the wall of the tunnel,
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being auite bhadly danaged. The first 15 cars were derailed
and more or 1css vadly damagced, "Hilc tne track was badly
torr up from the hacad cnd of crzinc 1558 to the rear of the
wrecked cers, a distance of abocut 300 feot,; meking 1t 1m-
possible to dectermine the exact pornt of deraxlmcent or to
trace thc nerks of the deralled wneels The employees killed
were the encineman and firewszn of the sccond engine,

Ensincman Pocr, 1n charge of cngine 1528, noticced
nothing wroas vntil he felt hrs ensine suwddenly drop from
the ralls, folloviias which he i1mmediatcly shut off stcam
and applicd the air brakcs 1a CLiTgEshcy He egtimated the
snced to have been [rom 25 to 30 miles an hour and sald thet
at no time had he noticed anvihing "iong with the track
Chaziacman Poer examincd his cagine carcfuelly, btut was unable
to faind apy defeets, and after 1t nad boen rersiled 1t was
agaln rplaccd in sorvice, Zaoginernna Pocr thoucsht the accident
was dle to 2 reil overturnine on the autsi1dc of the curve.

He d1d n-t notice any overtarned rall at the point vvherce his
engine stopped, altheough be 3024 thce roxls on the east side
of thc tracx betwecon ris cnrinre £24 cn.iae 1568 were dis-
placed, TFircmen Zryan thoucht the ¢agine was derailcd first,
followed by the dernalaent of the tender HNo additional
foacts of importance werc brought out 1n Lhe statcments of
t..2 f2-_.mon or of tncse of Brolomaa lleXce, who vas ridin

on the eapincman's side of the leading cngine.
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Brakerien Mullins, who wes ridaing on tho second
cngine, scid the soced wes 50 high that he remorked both
to the cngineman and Tircmon thet thoey had bebter hold on
goihg thvough thc tunncl, he cstimatcd the speced of the
train "thon entering the tuearcl to nove boer about 45 or
50 mrles en hour. At the time cof the dersilment he cid
not zotice zay rocxin. of the cheine, saying cthar 1t sccmed
to drop down aad thon to travel astout ©n cnginc-loagth nefore
striking the 2oft well of tho tunnel, rokemar ullins wes
unatlie to exproess any opinion os to which of thce two engines
vids thc first to leeve the rails; he thoight the accidcat was
due to cxceszive Spoud.

Ccaductor Traank, whe sras riding 1n the choose,
estimated the speed to have beun z2oout 35 miles an reur,
or about 10 miics 2n hoar in coxcess of the speecd lirmt
covering this particuler territory, whilc Flagnen Surns,
who was olsc rzding 1n tle caboosc, thought the speed was be-
tweern 25 tnd 30 ~.les an hour. Conocuctor Frank examincd the
track and found the west rail turncd over vnder caeinc 1568,
but se1d that the ra1ls beticen the tvo caoglaes were 1n place.,
Noxther the condactor por tno fleogmen was cole to say what
caused the accacensy.,

:

The scetion foremon ned i1nspceted the treck on the
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previous day, vhile a trock wlker had onassed through the
tunnel in 2 zoutherly dircction just ahead of cxtra 1528;°
neither of thcose inspections had discloscd aawthilag wrong.
After the accident, the scctiorn foreman, II. T. Ball, found
that the west roi1l ot the northera cnd of the wroeexrge had
becsn turncd over to the west. The spikes on the osutside of
the rcil vere 1n position tut the spikes cn the 1as8xde hed
becn partially withdrawn from the Sies; Lic 816 that the
cast raal % tlas noilnt was i1atsct, He was ot Brush Crzock
when extra 1528 passed and thought the spece? nuch higher than
usual, estimating 1t to hnve boen bout 45 or 50 milcs an
hour, and s-a2d thau some of his men bhad commcunted on the
speacd. t w23 Lhig oplaion thot the cecident 1mas Juc to high
speed.  Track Supervisor S, S. Ball, haed inspected the track
g8 doys previovsly ~né .t that timc found 1t t©o be maintained
1n good condition,

linstcr Mechonie Feather and Fareman Root made o
careful excmin-~tion of carianes 1528 -nd 1568. The measter
meehanile thousht thet on cnrinc 1558 orther the left front
driving-vhcel centor was boenv, or tle axle vent closc o the
wlhieel, but he consifcred this 1o be 2 roesvlt of the doraarl-
ment, Neithoer of thése officanls found ~nything which they
thought could have ¢ used” the rceirent,

Enginemon Youag, of northbound train first No. 44,
the lzs% tr-1a tc »ess throupgh tho tinael boforce cxtra 1528,
sr1d thot the spece of ars troin wns bsut 20 miles on aouar
ond ta~c ke 1acd noticed no indicrtion of ony decfective con-
ditich of the tr-ock., This stotemeat was veraficd by the
cazineman cf northhound trnin ITo. 92, which prssed through
the tunnel just ahenod of troin first Moo LL.

In clercring un the "mreckrge o brokin r-11 wes found
ur’er e farst -cary oane nioce was 16 fect rackes 1n lecngth
and the other 16 fect 9 i1nches 1n leagth. Thesc scections
motehed ~né were path 1atoet with the exception of o picce
rocut 9 inches in lcnath *tizh wog nissing from the basc of
one scecticn, It was imposciole definitely to loe~te the
rogition of this r-11 1n the trock.

el

This rai1il wes an open heorth Tenressec rail, rolliced
in November, 1918, ond 1-1d in th. trrcx in 1519. The re-
cerving cnd »T tac nortaern scetion of tle roil was battered
for a dissnnce of about 1% 1nches on the outcer side of the
running surf-oce z2nd the metal forced cutiierd o distonce of
fully z of an inch.

Oving to the complete denolition of the treck for
o ‘dlstance of abcut 300 feot, resulting 1n 1norility to
determine the initial point of dcrnrlment, the c-usc of this
acclident could not be definiltely =sSccerininced, With the
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exception of the orcken ro1l no defects of anv kind were
discovered either 1n the track or eocuipment and it could

no>t be determ.ned whether this broken rail wvas a result of

tae accident or i1ts cause, The evidence also 1ndicated .
that the sSpeed of the train was 1n excezss of that allowed

freicht trains oneratiig over this territorv, buit there

is no dairect evidence to indrcate that esxcessive speed was

the causc of the accideat.

All of the employecs 1nvelvad were expericnced
men, ahd rcone had been on daty 1n viclaiicn of the bours
of service law,



